13 March 2020

Dear Parent/ Carer
Coronavirus update
Following the most recent briefing yesterday the UK government has made it clear that they are attempting to delay the
spread of coronavirus and reduce the epidemic's peak (when the number of cases is highest). The most recent update can
be found here: Coronavirus: What is the 'delay' stage of the UK's plans?
They have made it clear that at this stage they are not directing schools to close but I wanted to update you on some of the
concerns and questions you might have. As a school we work with all the advice and guidance we are provided with from
health professionals and other relevant bodies and are doing our best to respond to any new information when it is
presented.
All the advice can be found on the following site Latest information on Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Should this situation change, and the school be directed to close, we will be fully prepared to support our students so that
they can continue to learn and make progress during a period of closure. If we are directed to close I will be in touch with
you again with full details of the provision and support that will be available to students.
Please be assured that the well being of all students, staff and the wider community is paramount to us and should you
have any concerns that have not been addressed in this letter or through the relevant links then please do not hesitate to
contact us.
I will update you on any changes as they impact the school and I thank you for your support.
Yours faithfully

Ann Webb
Headteacher
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What are the symptoms I should be concerned about?
The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of:
●
●

new continuous cough and/or
high temperature

For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild infection

What do I do if my child or a family member is exhibiting any symptoms?
The advice is clear (see link Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) - Self-isolation advice) if you or a family member has symptoms
of coronavirus infection (COVID-19), however mild, stay at home and do not leave your house for 7 days from when your
symptoms started.
How can we reduce the risk of catching or spreading coronavirus?
Most people can continue to go to work, school and other public places.
To protect yourself and other people:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds
always wash your hands when you get home from school or work
use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available
cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze
put used tissues in the bin straight away and wash your hands afterwards
try to avoid close contact with people who are unwell
do not touch your eyes, nose or mouth if your hands are not clean

We will be reinforcing this advice with our students and have posters on display throughout the school.
What if a member of staff at the school is experiencing symptoms?
The advice applies to everybody so they will need to self isolate.
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What will happen if the school is directed to close?
Should the government decide that schools need to close please be assured that as a school with a mature google
infrastructure, we will ensure that through ‘google classroom’ students will be able to access work. All of our students are
used to working through google and we are in the very fortunate position of being able to manage student learning
remotely. We will ensure that students who can not access ‘google classroom’ will be supported with appropriate
resources. Through the google system it is also possible to schedule learning events. Many of our students are also
familiar with using GCSEPod and our departments already have sites they use to support independent learning.
We will ensure that students and parents have clear instructions as to how to access resources and/or live learning events
should the school be directed to close.
What about public examinations, A levels, GCSEs etc. What plans are in place to manage them?
At this stage the exam boards are advising schools to continue to prepare for exams and assessments as normal and
completed within the published timetable. Please be assured that should there be any change in circumstances we will
follow the guidance from Qualifications Wales and the exam boards to ensure students are not disadvantaged.
The link to their most recent advice from ofqual is here. Updated statement on coronavirus
Are there any cases of Coronavirus in the school?
We currently do not have any evidence that there are any cases of Coronavirus at the school. I encourage you to look at
the following site which updates statistics on a daily basis Public Health Wales statement on Novel Coronavirus outbreak.
What about school trips?
Schools have been advised not to take trips abroad so we have, unfortunately, had to cancel the Easter trip to Barcelona.
We do however, have planned trips that take place during the school day and some of those trips have already had to be
cancelled by the respective providers. We will continue to keep you updated on any changes that may have to take place.
What is the school doing to protect itself from infection?
All the advice from NHS Wales is displayed around the school and we are encouraging our young people to follow it.
Additional regular leaning is being undertaken by Sodexo staff, particularly with high contact areas.
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